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Jan 20 

2018 
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2018 
KEN DETTMERôS SHOP 

COLUMBUS 

Mar 17 

2018 
KELLY FARMS 

BUSINESS MEETING 

Apr 21 

2018 TBD 
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More nearby resources and organi-

zations for blacksmiths: 

Rural Smiths of Mid-America: 
Meetings are on the first Saturday 

of each month  
Call Ron Gill 
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January 2018 

9:30 AM is the regular meeting time for IBA Hammer-Ins  
with beginner training available at 9:00 AM. 
PLEASE  MAKE SURE TO ASK FOR HELP! 

 

If you would like an IBA membership application form, 
 please contact Farrel Wells, Membership Secretary  

(765) 768-6235.  
BULK LOTS ARE AVAILABLE TO DEMONSTRATORS,  

SHOPS, SHOWS AND OTHERS WILLING TO MAKE THEM AVAILABLE.   
WE APPRECIATE YOUR HELP. 

Check the latest Forge Fire for monthly IBA revisions.  

The Forge Fire is the newsletter of 
the Indiana Blacksmithing 
Association Inc. (IBA) IBA is an 
affiliate of the Artist-Blacksmiths 
Association of North America Inc. 
Permission is granted to other 
similar non-profit organizations to 
reproduce uncopyrighted articles 
originally appearing in The Forge 
Fire provided credit is given the 
original source. 
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IBA website:   www.indianablacksmithing.org   IBA Facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/groups/IndianaBlacksmithingAssociation/ 
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If you are looking for an anvil, Chupp Auctions in Shipshewana, IN 
may have what you are looking for.  They have a three day winter auction 
January 18-20.  On January 19 they have a large number of anvils listed.  
There are large and small anvils, including two bridge anvils.  The January 
19   auction is open for on-line bidding.  To see the complete listing go to 
www.auctionzip.com and enter auctioneer ID 11841. 

The December hammer in hosted by Don Reitzel was a big success.  Kurt 
Fehrenbach demonstrated knife making techniques.  Attendance was good 
despite the cold weather. 

This month we will be meeting at Larry Whitesellôs shop in Tipton.  Ron Gill 
will be demonstrating.  Larry (hopefully Glenda) will provide the main course 
for lunch.  Please bring a side dish or desert. 

As noted in last monthôs ForgeFire, we are looking for potential directors to 
serve on the IBA board.  If you are interested, please contact Gary Phillips 
immediately.  Next monthôs Forgefire will include the board of directors    
ballot in advance of the March business meeting. 

It is time to start thinking about nominations for Rookie and Blacksmith of 
the Year awards.  Charlie Helton has been working to get at least one nomi-
nation for each satellite group.  We have continually fallen well short of that 
target.  I know we have a large number of qualified individuals who are de-
serving of the recognition.  Guidelines and nomination forms are posted on 
the IBA website (www.indianablacksmithing.org/) under the membership 
menu. 

Spring Mill State Park is looking for a blacksmith to work in their shop this 
year.  More details are listed on page 4.  If you are interested contact       
Coletta Pruitt at (812) 849-3534. 
 
On page 6, I have posted some information that came in from ABANA.  Old 
Globe is a company that salvages material, including wrought iron, from old 
structures.  They are offering a 20% discount to ABANA members.  If you 
are in the market for wrought iron, this may be a good opportunity for you.  
Also listed on page 6 is a brief notice about this yearôs ABANA conference 
in Richmond, VA.  I would encourage you to check the ABANA website for 
more details. 
 
I have not made a plea for articles recently.  If you have a project, tool or 
technique that would be of interest to others, please send me the infor-
mation.  Photographs can often reduce the need for detailed descriptions.   

 

 

http://www.auctionzip.com
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Meteorite Mashers       
 
The December meeting was held at Dave Kunkler's Nice and warm shop 
on a very cold almost last day of the year. Inside we had a slightly small-
er group than usual due to many having family holiday commitments. 
Steve King demonstrated and helped with tong making Aaron Baker 
showed tips on knife making. Joseph Gehl brought a show and tell item, 
a ladder damascus billet made with tooling he made from gear rack he 
got from Jeff Reinhardt last month. Dave and Donna Kunkler were the 
usual gracious hosts and provided a big crock pot of chili and Mike Mills 
brought fried chicken so we had a good hot lunch on a cold day. A good 
time was had by all. The next meeting will tentatively be again at Dave 
Kunkler's. If the weather is inclement then it may move to the shop of Jeff 
Reinhardt since Jeff has a more level driveway. If the meeting is moved it 
will be announced on the IBA Facebook page 

IBA Satellite Groups and News 

1) Sutton-Terock Memorial Blacksmith Shop 
Meet:  2nd Saturday at 9 AM 
Contacts:  Fred Oden  (574) 223-3508 
    Dennis Todd (574) 542-4886 
 

3) Wabash Valley Blacksmith Shop 
Meet:  2nd Saturday at 9 AM 
Contacts:  Doug Moreland (217) 284-3457 
    Max Hoopengarner (812) 249-8303 
 
 

5) Maumee Valley Blacksmiths  
Meet:  2nd Saturday 
Contacts:  Clint Casey (260) 627-6270 
    Mark Thomas (260) 758 2332  

 

7) Rocky Forge Blacksmith Guild 
Meet:  2nd Saturday at 9 AM 
Contacts:  Ted Stout (765) 572-2467 

 
 

9) Whitewater Valley Blacksmiths  
Meet:  2nd Saturday 
Contact:  Keith Hicks  (765) 914-6584 

 

11) Bunkum Valley Metalsmiths 
Meet:  1st Saturday 
Contacts:  Jim Malone (812) 725-3311  
 Terry Byers    (812) 275-7150  
 Carol Baker   (317) 809-0314  

 

13)  Satellite 13 
Meet:  4th Saturday 
Contact:  Bill Newman  (317) 690-2455 

2) Jennings County Historical Society Blacksmith 

Shop 
Meet:  2nd Saturday at 9 AM 
Contact:  Ray Sease (812) 522-7722 
 

4) Fall Creek Blacksmith Shop 
Meet:  4th Saturday at 9 AM 
Contacts:  Gary Phillips (260) 251-4670 
 Dave Kline (765) 620-9351 
  

 

6) St. Joe Valley Forgers  
Meet:  4th Saturday at 9 AM 
Contacts:  Bill Conyers (574) 277-8729 
 John Latowski (574) 344-1730 
 

8) Meteorite Mashers       
Contacts:  Mike Mills (812) 633-4273 
 Steve King (812) 797-0059 
 Jeff Reinhardt 812-949-7163 

 

10) One-Armed Blacksmith Shop 
Meet:  1st Saturday 
Contact:  Tim Metz (812)  447-2606  

 

12)  ñDocò Ramseyer Blacksmith Shop  
Location:  6032W  550N, Sharpsville, IN  46060 
Meet:  3rd Sunday at 2 PM 
Contact:  Charles Gruell  (765) 513-5390 
 

14) Covered Bridge Blacksmith Guild 
Meet:  1st Saturday 
Contact:  John Bennett  (812) 877-7274 

14 
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IBA Satellite Groups and News (continued) 
 
Jennings County Historical Society Blacksmith Shop 
 
The Vernon blacksmiths met at the newly expanded shop of John Cummins.  I could almost live in 
this .  Kevin Welsh warmed up the forge by demonstrating the making of a leaf.  Jackie Schmidt then tried her 
hand at the anvil, with the guidance of Kevin.  Garry Johnson crafted a thistle motif hook , which was unique 
for some of us.  Xander Good worked on a drawing out exercise. John Cummins then showed us how to form 
a billet by layering metals together and forge welding them together.  After carefully drawing it out on his pow-
er hammer, he laid this one aside to cool while he used his prestacked billet to show us how to make a Da-
mascus knife blank.  We had a great Steel-in-the-Stetson , followed by an ñall you can eatò food bar.The first 
door prize was a Damascus knife made by John Cummins  and won by Fred Vinup.  The second door prize 
was a set of tongs won by Garry Johnson.   Third prize was a walking stick made by Jackie  Schmidt  and 
won by Ray Sease.  There was enough left for another meal, Iôm sure.  The January meeting will be at Paul 
Bray, 139 South Park Drive, Seymour In 47274.  Breakfast will be furnished.  Bring iron in the hat and mon-
ey.  February meeting is at Kenny Dettmerôs,  and March is at Kevin Welshôs,  25619 Gill Rd. , Nabb 
IN  47147 .   Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!- Paul Bray 
 
 
Rural Smith of Mid- America 
 
The RSMA have been very busy with the blacksmith shop in Johnson County park. We got the concrete floor 
poured and now we  need to put the shop back together, we will be starting on building the brick forge. We 
have a lot to do in a short time. We will be having some work weekends coming soon. 
 
With the January meeting we start a new year with lots to do. We will continue to work with the new smiths in 
the group, and when the shop is back in order we will start to work with the Veteran and also make garden 
tools for the Veterans shop. We will also be doing more projects and work shops, and blacksmith classes. So 
stay tune for some fun time this year. 
Ron Gill 
President 
RSMA 
 
 
 

Blacksmith Wanted:  Spring Mill State Park 
 
Spring Mill is looking for a for blacksmith to work in pioneer village during the 2018 recreation sea-
son. If you have experience blacksmithing or basic knowledge and want to learn more, we are look-
ing for you. We can offer housing with rooms and shared living areas. Position begins mid-March 
weekends only until mid-April when the position switches to 5 days a week with days off through the 
week. The position ends the last full weekend in October. No benefits are available with the job. The 
pay rate is commensurate with experience and we can provide additional training if previous experi-
ence is limited. Duties include but are not limited to: demonstrate blacksmithing in the 1800ôs; while 
demonstrating produce a line of products that will be sold by the park in the village mercantile; offer 
programs to small groups, assist in operations of the grist mill, offer special programs during special 
events. Work day is 9 am to 5 pm with some evenings scheduled for special events. 
 
Contact:  Coletta Pruitt  
Spring Mill State Park 
3333 State Road 60 E. 
Mitchell, IN 47446 
(812) 849-3534  
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December Hammer In 

Kurt Fehrenbach demonstrating 

Photos courtesy of Dave Wells 
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Old Globe is offering a Discount of 20% to all members of ABANA! 
 

We are happy to extend a 20% discount to all members of ABANA through July 31,18.  
  

With one of the largest supplies of wrought iron available in the USA over 900 tons to harvest. 
  

Visit Oldglobewood.com and select from numerous diameter of rods. 
  

Click HERE  to visit Old Globe. 
  

Use "ABANA" to receive your 20% discount on orders over $250. Feel free to share with membership.  

 

The ABANA 2018 Conference 

  

The ABANA 2018 Conference 

will held in 

Richmond, Virginia 

at the 

Meadow Event Park 

Wed Jun 27 ï Sat 30 Jun, 2018 

Save the Date 

Discount Provider Offer  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uIExwOD4NIuk87OUQKW8P-tHnGtsjGOC1GWgRqE3Ocl-qLhtG6SXG_Rmp36ybMTrp8tqhgs5bZ3LyAvv62x3-BqBjn4i1DfUl6x7NSJXNUU_UUOELk-lXauV9jH8dQVMaUff-Ek6WD71VJh00ghKMA==&c=UYNB24eAJiRJkmVJghaofDy-GFPcTprYB3Qe70bkfy1XX3f8YSjMnA==&ch=sL1VHzCnCncEq
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uIExwOD4NIuk87OUQKW8P-tHnGtsjGOC1GWgRqE3Ocl-qLhtG6SXG_Rmp36ybMTr73DrqptdUg84K92ezeWPtxx7c3_aoPX3hY_-ADxBz_DU7s2kCiEkFDGl5tVNisXQV4sUlWmvdv0iOwa6QPKvmNioaXm36Jr_TsEFbJVCF6vDC7p7ztQN7UthMHQ8HwEz&c=UYNB24eAJiRJkmVJghaofDy-GFPcTprYB
http://www.meadoweventpark.com/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uIExwOD4NIuk87OUQKW8P-tHnGtsjGOC1GWgRqE3Ocl-qLhtG6SXG4nCLfAnVRcXZl-_4o4soOJwhQwS-DOHtGcWFPu5MnHbN5oJE_pVhC2Djb361XpIoaIopRCX2gVmJU9AMTCZz7I=&c=UYNB24eAJiRJkmVJghaofDy-GFPcTprYB3Qe70bkfy1XX3f8YSjMnA==&ch=sL1VHzCnCncEqrwx2iCP
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EJHGU1T22W6arg5v3ZjT_oF6Xv0qdy74_u7gg95ifATzct1NiTm0cEijX3zDzVLU9xsdS0RLYbmkioc6AkFjFshRHoIk4XLoOsI9MIQ0X_MpzCX1YzIKV0XBDyBBX3vBK8XhOHjD_XI=&c=uNdM7Azr-rPpz-4pTXM3SgZ_XK70EJM8TH_pQLaRswLte1Lpw02HHQ==&ch=l2Eoeoyr-3mUjjqi-6fe

