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IBA MEETING SCHEDULE 

Jan 19 

2019 BILL CONYERSô SHOP 

Feb 16 

2019 
KEN DETTMERôS SHOP 

COLUMBUS 

Mar 16 

2019 BUSINESS MEETING 

Apr 20 

2019 TBD 

Secondary Story Headline 

More nearby resources and organi-

zations for blacksmiths: 

Rural Smiths of Mid-America: 
Meetings are on the first Saturday 

of each month  
Call Ron Gill 

 317-374-8323 for details 
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9:30 AM is the regular meeting time for IBA Hammer-Ins  
with beginner training available at 9:00 AM. 
PLEASE  MAKE SURE TO ASK FOR HELP! 

 

If you would like an IBA membership application form, 
 please contact Farrel Wells, Membership Secretary  

(765) 768-6235.  
BULK LOTS ARE AVAILABLE TO DEMONSTRATORS,  

SHOPS, SHOWS AND OTHERS WILLING TO MAKE THEM AVAILABLE.   
WE APPRECIATE YOUR HELP. 

Check the latest Forge Fire for monthly IBA revisions.  

The Forge Fire is the newsletter of 
the Indiana Blacksmithing 
Association Inc. (IBA) IBA is an 
affiliate of the Artist-Blacksmiths 
Association of North America Inc. 
Permission is granted to other 
similar non-profit organizations to 
reproduce uncopyrighted articles 
originally appearing in The Forge 
Fire provided credit is given the 
original source. 
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IBA website:   www.indianablacksmithing.org   IBA Facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/groups/IndianaBlacksmithingAssociation/ 
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Many of you have already heard that Clif-
ton Ralph passed away.  His family is 
planning a service on March 9, which 
would have been Cliftonôs 88ôth birthday.  
Clifton has been a great inspiration to 
many of us.   

He was an icon in the blacksmithing 
community with skill and  knowledge that 
few could match.  His style was direct 
and to the point.   

May he rest in peace and know that he 
will be missed. 

We have hammer ins set for January and February.  This month, the St Joe 
Valley Forgers will be hosting at Bill Conyersô shop in South Bend.  February 
will be at Ken Dettmerôs shop in Columbus.  Directions are posted on the back 
page. 

March will be the IBA annual business meeting at Kelley Farms just off US31 
between Tipton and Kokomo.  The annual business meeting includes election 
of new board members.  This year Bill Newman and Bill Conyers terms are ex-
piring.  Anyone interested in running for one of these positions should contact 
Gary Phillips (ph:  260-251-4670).  Nominations are needed immediately so 
the ballot can  be included in the February Forge Fire. 

Charlie Helton is seeking nominations for rookie of the year and blacksmith of 
the year candidates.  Nomination forms and guidelines are posted on the IBA 
web shown below (go to ñmembershipò tab and scroll down to ñawardsò).  Nom-
inations are due by April 1.  Charlie is encouraging each satellite group to sub-
mit nominations for both.   

Celebration of Life of Clifton E Ralph 

March 9 12:00ð4:00 CST  

Location:  Knights of Columbus Hall, 1400 S Broad St, Giffith IN 

A luncheon will be served.  Please RSVP number of attendees to 
conz@comcast.net or text to 219-929-5488 or directly respond in the Face-
book link:  https://www.facebook.com/events/2211150895874105/ 

Note the celebration begins at 12:00 Central time.  

https://www.facebook.com/events/2211150895874105/
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Clifton Ralph 

Photos courtesy of Dominick Andrisani 


