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| BA Satellite Groups and N
Met eorite Mashers
This month we met at Dave Kunkler's shop in Bra
coal and gas forge running. Several folks were
drawknife and a bowl adz were forged The next
Knobs
OQur group, the Meteorite Mashers have found
bers when we demonstrate at | ocal events. W
and so forth. We recommend demonstrating as
not have an active demonstrator, we may be i
demonstrating with a few of your group so Yy
cruits to your group are to be had. We even
does big work with team striking and that gl
Team striking really draws a crowd. Try dem
You can contact DpefreeReormgkrd@acdt . @tom

| BA Business Meeting

New | BA Dir ekitlolr sCorey and Aaron Baker

Thank you to Bill Newman and Bill Co
| BA OfficersPresident: Gary VRItiel IPirppessi dent : St

Secretary: John TBemrmsaitrte r : Farr el
Financi al Relpodritd: not get complete information,

over the | ast year. Farrel Wells pl

to the board of directors.
| BA Conf er e nScuemmbaprd azteed: on Page 2
Mi dWest Regional Bl acks miWihl |ICobnef efriernscte w ePeoknetnida ci
Bl acksmith of the Year award wil/l be named t he
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3_“3

O o D
S OTSCcCcTOY
mw cCc o

N

® OO

ew

o = T
— N <

. —— P e g mmmp PANN O AN

0


mailto:ptreeforge@aol.com

Indiana Blacksmithing Association - The Forge Fire Newsletter - April 2019

Page

The
ABANA 2020 Conference.

The Chain Making Competition:

Novice Category

AB AN 4 2020 Junc’) -6
Saratoga NewYork.

Mark Aspery
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Mark Aspery

ABANA 2020 Conference Competitions #1 With the middle of the bar hot, bend the bar into a
Chain Making, Novice Category ‘LI" shape. Strive to get both ends equal with each other
and the sides parallel.

Mark Aspery, California.
If you have practiced, and you know your measure-
There will be three evenings of competition during  ments; you can make the bend in the pritchel hole of the
the ABANA 2020 blacksmith conference in Saratoga anwil if you prefer.
Springs, NY. Each evening’s competition will be divided
into three catepories - Movice or beginning smith, Inter-

mediate and the Open category.

This article focuses on the first evening’s competi-
tion, chain making.

The novice catepory will have 25 minutes to make
three links of chain. The links will be examined for qual-
ity. The smith having the best three welded links of the

eroup will be declared the winner.

Three finished links

It is worth noting that there will be a 30-minute
demonstration before each competition starts. This dem-
onstration will be aimed at the Novice project.

Gt s fiir ds you can working from the top, then turn the link
If I were thinking about entering this competition, g

this is what I would do to practice and prepare:

You will be issued with three or four pieces of 6-inch
long,3-inch diameter rod - more if you need it. There
will be 38-inch bolt -jaw tongs supplied by Kayne and
Son, some flux with flux spoons and an array of ham-
mers available.

You can start the competition with at least one bar
hot, as hot as you like.

You can only use the anvil, tongs and hammer. The
vise will be deemed out-of-play in the novice category.

Keep an oye on the length of the arms, try to keep them of equal
length. Stap if they ger out-of-whack.
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The ABANA 2020 conference chain making competition

If the ends don't align, leave the ‘U’ shape open, and
with the bend resting on the anvil, tap the longer leg.
This action should shorten the long leg and close the ‘U,

Move another bar close to but not into the fire as
you place your ‘U’ shaped bar, ends first, into the fire.

Heat both ends and pull the bar from the fire, hold-
ing the bar at the bottom of the ‘U’ bend. If one end is
cooler than the other, start forging on the cooler end.
Hopefully the hotter end will still be at a workable tem-
perature when you have finished with the cooler end.

Nothing good ever comes from continuing with a project that
has a twist in the stock.

Place one end on the step of the anvil at a 45-degree
angle horizontally, close to the nearside edge. The other
leg should be nearly touching the flat face of the anvil.

The edge of the step should bisect the line from the
outside corner to a point about 3s-inch from the end of

the bar.

You are now going to make a ‘Chain-Step-Scarf’.

If the judge wont let you use the vise, use the pritchel hole to
take out the twist

This isn't good either. Change the shape from a U to an apen V'
and tap the high side down

-——— ._,J.

Hammer on the long arm to shorten and close the link Hold the top corner in line with the step.
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Mark Aspery

Draw down the end of the bar in such a way that it
develops a taper that looks like a flag on the bar.

Strike the end with a moderate blow and create a
shallow shoulder. I like to hold my hammer at a slight
angle, to match the angle of the proposed scarf taper.

Move the outside corner out ¥ - -inch, as you
pivot around the inside corner of the shoulder and give
the end another blow.

Move the outside corner again the same distance
and repeat the blow. At no point do you move the inside
corner of the shoulder.

Repeat this process until the end of the taper is quite
thin and will blend easily into the weld that you are go-
ing to undertake soon.

Turn the link over, so that the steps of your scarf are
facing up and scarf the second end of the link.

At this stage you are ready to close the link in prepa- |} A
ration for forge welding. The scarf looks like a flag on the end of the bar

As you practice, the aim here is to have enough heat
left at the end of forming the two scarves that you can
close the link in the same heat.

If that is not the case, then take another heat and
close the ends, overlapping them together so that the
shoulders of the scarves match up.

Heat to near welding, brush, flux and return to the
fire to bring back to welding heat.

e LY hiio0d

Hold your hammer at a slight angle to the anvil face

A chain-step-scarf on one end of the bar
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