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9:30 AM is the regular meeting time for IBA Hammer-Ins  
with beginner training available at 9:00 AM. 
PLEASE  MAKE SURE TO ASK FOR HELP! 

 

If you would like an IBA membership application form, 
 please contact Farrel Wells, Membership Secretary  

(765) 768-6235.  
BULK LOTS ARE AVAILABLE TO DEMONSTRATORS,  

SHOPS, SHOWS AND OTHERS WILLING TO MAKE THEM AVAILABLE.   
WE APPRECIATE YOUR HELP. 

Check the latest Forge Fire for monthly IBA revisions.  

The Forge Fire is the newsletter of 
the Indiana Blacksmithing 
Association Inc. (IBA) IBA is an 
affiliate of the Artist-Blacksmiths 
Association of North America Inc. 
Permission is granted to other 
similar non-profit organizations to 
reproduce uncopyrighted articles 
originally appearing in The Forge 
Fire provided credit is given the 
original source. 
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www.facebook.com/groups/IndianaBlacksmithingAssociation/ 
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The IBA Conference is ready to go for May 31ðJune 2.   

The brochure and registration form should be coming in the mail shortly.  For 
those of you who want to get a jump start, the brochure and registration form 
are posted on the IBA Facebook page, links are shown below. 

IBA Conference Registration (sign up) form: 
https://www.facebook.com/download/preview/276251563322629 

IBA Conference Brochure: 
https://www.facebook.com/download/preview/804100629988658 

Fred Oden is organizing the Iron-in-the-Hat.  It will follow last yearôs concept of 
high quality items with separate ticket draws for each item.  If your ticket is 
drawn, you have until Sunday to claim your item.  You do not need to be pre-
sent to win.  Contact Fred Oden if you have any questions. 

We will have the Gallery, so bring items that you have made or acquired.   

In addition to the Iron-in-the-Hat we will have our regular Saturday night auc-
tion.  Items selling for more than $100 are eligible for a 50/50 split.  Please do-
nate items to both Iron-in-the-Hat and to the auction.   

Mark Aspery will our primary demonstrator.  Steve King and Broadus Thomp-
son are slated to give 1/2 day demonstrations on Saturday.  The Friday night 
demonstration has not been revealed. 

Mark will be teaching two classes at Conner Prairie before the Conference.  
  

Wednesday May 29:  Tool Making.  
Thursday May 30:  Slitting. Drifting, Punching & Joinery 

 

Classes are $150/day.  Both classes may be full, but contact Jim Johnston for 
availability/waiting list. 
 
Blue Moon Press will be supporting our Conference again this year.  They of-
fer a wide selection of books pertaining to blacksmithing and related subjects.  
Be sure to visit their booth during the Conference. 

 

https://bluemoonpress.org  Call to Order Toll Free 24/7 - 866-627-6922 

https://www.facebook.com/download/preview/276251563322629
https://www.facebook.com/download/preview/804100629988658
https://bluemoonpress.org


Page 3  

 
Jennings County Historical Society Blacksmith Shop 
 
The Jennings County Historical Society Blacksmiths met at the 
forge of Kevin Welsh.  After much discussion and a whole bunch 
of breakfast, Kevin fired up the forge and made a bracket for light-
ing fixture.  Fred Vinup  prepped several rods to try out the newly 
acquired courting candle fixture ( a brainchild of Ray Sease's) 
which makes an excellent product as Fred found out.  Xander 
Good tried out his skill upsetting a spike.  Dave Good took a bear-
ing and proceeded to turn it into a 
hot cut.  Alex Spellman made a latch 
hook.  Brad  Weaver, with a little ad-
vice from Charlie Helton, made a 
nice dutch oven lid lifter.  We had a 
record ticket sales for iron in the 
hat.  We left stuffed with a lot of fine 
food.  This was a great hammer 
in.  Our next meeting will be back to 
the Vernon shop.  I hope to see a lot 
of regular faces who couldn't make it 
to some of the other meetings.  As 
usual, bring lots of iron in the hat and 
plenty of cash .   Paul Bray  

IBA Satellite Groups and News 

1)  Sutton-Terock Memorial Blacksmith Shop 
Meet:  2nd Saturday at 9 AM 
Contacts:  Fred Oden  (574) 223-3508 

    Dennis Todd (574) 542-4886 
 

2)  Jennings County Historical Society  
 Blacksmith Shop 

Meet:  2nd Saturday at 9 AM 
Contact:  Ray Sease (812) 522-7722 

 

3)  Wabash Valley Blacksmith Shop 
Meet:  2nd Saturday at 9 AM 
Contacts:  Doug Moreland (217) 284-3457 

    Max Hoopengarner (812) 249-8303 
 

4)  Fall Creek Blacksmith Shop 
Meet:  4th Saturday at 9 AM 
Contacts:  Gary Phillips (260) 251-4670 

  

5)  Maumee Valley Blacksmiths  
Meet:  2nd Saturday 
Contacts:  Clint Casey (260) 627-6270 

    Mark Thomas (260) 758 2332 
 

6)  St. Joe Valley Forgers  
Meet:  4th Saturday at 9 AM 
Contacts:  Bill Conyers (574) 277-8729 
 John Latowski (574) 344-1730 

7)  Rocky Forge Blacksmith Guild 
Meet:  2nd Saturday at 9 AM 
Contacts:  Ted Stout (765) 572-2467 
  

8)  Meteorite Mashers 
Meet: 
Contacts:  Mike Mills (812) 633-4273 
 Steve King (812) 797-0059 
 Jeff Reinhardt 812-949-7163 

 

9)  Whitewater Valley Blacksmiths 
Meet:  2nd Saturday 
Contact:  Keith Hicks  (765) 914-6584 

 

10)  Bunkum Valley Metalsmiths 
Meet:  1st Saturday 
Contacts:  Jim Malone (812) 725-3311 
 Terry Byers (812) 275-7150 
 Carol Baker   (317) 809-0314 

 

11)  Covered Bridge Blacksmith Guild 
Meet:  1st Saturday 
Contact:  John Bennett  (812) 877-7274 

 
 

12)  Satellite 13 
Meet:  4th Saturday 
Contact:  Darrin Burch (317) 607-3170 
  Doug Wilson (317) 439-7684 
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IBA Satellite Groups and News (continued) 
 
Meteorite Mashers 
 
This month we met at Dave Kunkler's shop in Branchville. Good attendance on a rainy day. Had both 
coal and gas forge running. Several folks were forging at the same time just about all day. A billhook, a 
drawknife and a bowl adz were forged. The next meeting will be at Jeff Reinhardt's shop in Floyds 
Knobs. 
 
Our group, the Meteorite Mashers have found that we see a huge spike in new mem-
bers when we demonstrate at local events. We have a number of demonstration trailers 
and so forth. We recommend demonstrating as a recruitment tool. If your group does 
not have an active demonstrator, we may be able to help via coming to a local even and 
demonstrating with a few of your group so you can see how much fun and many re-
cruits to your group are to be had. We even have a demonstration group The BFH that 
does big work with team striking and that group is often a paid demonstration group. 
Team striking really draws a crowd. Try demonstrating and see if it works for you too. 
You can contact Jeff Reinhardt at ptreeforge@aol.com 
 
 
 

IBA Business Meeting Notes 
 
 
New IBA Directors: Bill Corey and Aaron Baker 
 Thank you to Bill Newman and Bill Conyers for your service. 
 
IBA Officers: President:  Gary Phillips   Vice President:  Steve King 
 Secretary:  John Bennett  Treasurer:  Farrel Wells 
 
Financial Report: I did not get complete information, but IBA did come out about $2000 ahead 

over the last year.  Farrel Wells plans to send out monthly financial reports 
to the board of directors. 

 
IBA Conference Update: Summarized on Page 2 
 
MidWest Regional Blacksmith Conference (Pontiac): Will be first weekend in October 
 
Blacksmith of the Year award will be named the Clifton Ralph Blacksmith of the Year. 
 
Possible new satellite group:  If you are interested in forming/joining a satellite group in the 

Valparaiso area Rod is looking for interested smiths.  His shop is locat-
ed at 38N   600W, Valparaiso, IN 46385.  Hammer ins ion 1st Saturday 
of the month, starting at 9:00 CST.  If interested contact:  Rod at (219) 
241-0628, or email mechrod@icloud.com. 

  
Charles Gruell Memorial service: There will be a memorial service for Charles Gruell at Kelley Farm on 

April 20, starting at 2:00 

mailto:ptreeforge@aol.com
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