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June 2020 

9:30 AM is the regular meeting time for IBA Hammer-Ins  
with beginner training available at 9:00 AM. 
PLEASE  MAKE SURE TO ASK FOR HELP! 

 

If you would like an IBA membership application form, 
 please contact Farrel Wells, Membership Secretary  

(765) 768-6235.  
BULK LOTS ARE AVAILABLE TO DEMONSTRATORS,  

SHOPS, SHOWS AND OTHERS WILLING TO MAKE THEM AVAILABLE.   
WE APPRECIATE YOUR HELP. 

The Forge Fire is the newsletter of 
the Indiana Blacksmithing 
Association Inc. (IBA) IBA is an 
affiliate of the Artist-Blacksmiths 
Association of North America Inc. 
Permission is granted to other 
similar non-profit organizations to 
reproduce uncopyrighted articles 
originally appearing in The Forge 
Fire provided credit is given the 
original source. 
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Check the latest Forge Fire for monthly IBA revisions. 
 

 
No June Hammer In 

 
 
 

Check IBA Facebook site for up 
to date news about hammer ins 

mailto:kingknives@live.com
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IBA website:   www.indianablacksmithing.org   IBA Facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/groups/IndianaBlacksmithingAssociation/ 
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Article credit:  The article on page 11 is reprinted from the May-June 2020 edi-
tion of The Upsetter, the newsletter of the Michigan Artist Blacksmith Associa-
tion.  There was insufficient space to include the credit on that page. 

 

At this time I do not have any updates relative to IBA state hammer ins or 
events.  SOFA is gathering information relative to holding or canceling Quad 
State in September.  I do know that many satellite groups are beginning hold 
hammer ins.  Please exercise caution and maintain social distancing as well 
as possible. 

 

 

Ray Sease Awarded 2020 Paul Moffett Service Award 

Brad WeaverðIBA 
Awards Chairman 

I just presented the first 
award for 2020. 
 
The winner of the 2020 
Paul Moffett Service Award 
is Raymond Sease! For 
those of you who don't 
know, Ray founded the 
Vernon Blacksmith Group 
and has kept it together all 
of these years. He has 
helped countless black-
smiths along the way. This 
was long overdue! Thank 
you Ray and Congratula-
tions!  
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Jim McClure passed away May 14. Jimmy requested to be cre-
mated. There will be a celebration of life later. Prayers for Jim-
my will be appreciated. Jimmy led a good life and influenced 
many in our lives, both personal and blacksmithing. He would 
have celebrated his 99th birthday July 4th.-----Jimmy always 
joked about the Nation celebrating his birthday every year. RIP 
Jim McClure 
 
https://www.indianafuneralcare.com/obituaries/James-Warren-
McClure?obId=13492440 

IBA Satellite Groups and News 

1)  Sutton-Terock Memorial Blacksmith Shop 
Meet:  2nd Saturday at 9 AM 
Contacts:  Fred Oden  (574) 223-3508 

    Tim Pearson (574) 298-8595  
 

2)  Jennings County Historical Society  
 Blacksmith Shop 

Meet:  2nd Saturday at 9 AM 
Contact:  Ray Sease (812) 522-7722 

 

3)  Wabash Valley Blacksmith Shop 
Meet:  2nd Saturday at 9 AM 
Contacts:  Doug Moreland (217) 284-3457 

    Max Hoopengarner (812) 249-8303 
 

4)  Fall Creek Blacksmith Shop 
Meet:  4th Saturday at 9 AM 
Contacts:  Gary Phillips (260) 251-4670 

  

5)  Maumee Valley Blacksmiths  
Meet:  2nd Saturday 
Contacts:  Clint Casey (260) 627-6270 

    Mark Thomas (260) 758 2332 
 

6)  St. Joe Valley Forgers  
Meet:  4th Saturday at 9 AM 
Contacts:  Bill Conyers (574) 277-8729 
 John Latowski (574) 344-1730 
 

7) Rocky Forge Blacksmith Guild 
Meet:  2nd Saturday at 9 AM 
Contacts:  Ted Stout (765) 572-2467 

8) Meteorite Mashers 
Contacts:  Mike Mills (812) 633-4273 

 Steve King (812) 797-0059 
 Jeff Reinhardt 812-949-7163 
 

9) Whitewater Valley Blacksmiths 
Meet:  2nd Saturday 
Contact:  Keith Hicks  (765) 914-6584 

 
 

10) Bunkum Valley Metalsmiths 
Meet:  1st Saturday 
Contacts:  Jim Malone (812) 725-3311 
 Terry Byers (812) 275-7150 
 Carol Baker   (317) 809-0314 

 

11) Covered Bridge Blacksmith Guild 
Meet:  1st Saturday 
Contact:  John Bennett  (812) 877-7274 

 

12)  Snake Road Forge 
Meet:  1st Saturday 
Contact:  Rod Marvel  (219) 241-0628 

 

13)  Satellite 13 
Meet:  4th Saturday 
Contact:  Darrin Burch (317) 607-3170 
  Doug Wilson (317) 439-7684 
 

14)  Old Town Waverly Blacksmiths 
Meet:  2nd Saturday 
Contacts:  Mike Lyvers (317-728-5771),  
    Kenny Hale (765-318-3390),  
    Mike Jackson (317-509-9115).  

https://www.indianafuneralcare.com/obituaries/James-Warren-McClure?obId=13492440
https://www.indianafuneralcare.com/obituaries/James-Warren-McClure?obId=13492440
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Editorôs Note:  This article was written by IBA member Ray Phelps and was published by the Rural Smiths of 
Mid-America newsletter in 1994.  It has since been reprinted by the Alabama Forge Council and by the Philip 
Simmons Artist Blacksmith Guild before coming to us. 
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Shop Made Centering Head 
 

Text and Photos by Jim Carothers 
 

The idea for this centering head is not original to me; I think I saw something similar 
on a woodworking site several years ago. Today I needed a centering head and de-
cided to take these photos: 

This article reprinted from the June 2020 
edition of the Saltfork Craftsmen Artist-
Blacksmith Association newsletter. 


