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9:30 AM is the regular meeting time for IBA Hammer-Ins  
with beginner training available at 9:00 AM. 
PLEASE  MAKE SURE TO ASK FOR HELP! 

 

If you would like an IBA membership application form, 
 please contact Farrel Wells, Membership Secretary  

(765) 768-6235.  
BULK LOTS ARE AVAILABLE TO DEMONSTRATORS,  

SHOPS, SHOWS AND OTHERS WILLING TO MAKE THEM AVAILABLE.   
WE APPRECIATE YOUR HELP. 

Check the latest Forge Fire for monthly IBA revisions.  

The Forge Fire is the newsletter of 
the Indiana Blacksmithing 
Association Inc. (IBA) IBA is an 
affiliate of the Artist-Blacksmiths 
Association of North America Inc. 
Permission is granted to other 
similar non-profit organizations to 
reproduce uncopyrighted articles 
originally appearing in The Forge 
Fire provided credit is given the 
original source. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Gary Phillips ó22 President: 
14800 N SR 167 N 
Albany, IN 47320 
(260) 251-4670 
behere@netdirect.net 

 

Steve King ó22 Vice President: 
1155 S. Paoli Unionville Rd 
Paoli, IN  47454 
(812) 797-0059 
kingstephen228@gmail.com 
 
 

James Johnston ó21 
    Education Chairman: 
 806 Twyckingham Lane 
Kokomo, IN 46901-1885 
(765) 452-8165 
kokomoblacksmith@comcast.net 
 

John Bennett ó21  
Secretary: 
741 W Jessup Rd 
Rosedale, IN  47874 
(812) 877-7274 
JohnBennett1959@gmail.com 

 

Jeff Reinhardt ó20 
2810 W. Riley 
Floydôs Knobs, IN 
(812) 949-7163 
ptreeforge@aol.com 
     

Dave Kunkler ó20 
    20749 Lancaster Rd. 
Branchville, IN  47514 
(270) 945-6222 
dwkunkler@yahoo.com 
 

Bill Corey ó23 Vice Pres 
3398S CR 225E, 
Danville, IN  46122 

 (317) 919-1047 
bc65925@gmail.com 

 

Aaron Baker ó23 
3553 State Road 54 W 
Springville, IN 47462 
(317) 701-0484 
Aaron_baker@live.com 

Check the latest Forge Fire for monthly IBA revisions. 
 

 
No July Hammer In 

 
 
 

Check IBA Facebook site for up 
to date news about hammer ins 

mailto:kingknives@live.com
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IBA website:   www.indianablacksmithing.org   IBA Facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/groups/IndianaBlacksmithingAssociation/ 
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With this yearôs conference canceled, Brad Weaver made the rounds to 
present awards for The Clifton Ralph Blacksmith of the Year, IBA Rookie 
of the Year and Paul Moffett Service Award.  Eric Shotwell is the 2020 
Clifton Ralph Blacksmith of the Year.  Oak McKean is the 2020 IBA 
Rookie of the Year.  Ray Sease is the 2020 Paul Moffett Service Award 
recipient.  Photos of each recipient are on page 4. 

I have not heard any updates relative to IBA state level hammer ins.  I will 
publicize any event information that comes my way.   

Thinking about IBA state level events triggered a question about our usu-
al August support for the Indiana State Fair.  The 2020 Indiana State 
Fair is canceled:  https://www.indianastatefair.com/p/events/covid-19 

I do know many of the satellite groups are holding hammer ins.  If you are 
interested in attending a satellite group function, I would recommend that 
you contact the satellite forge master to confirm the hammer in time and 
location.  Some of the satellite groups meet a public sites (parks or fair 
grounds) that may have restrictions defined by the site governing body. 

Satellite Group Forge Masters:  please check the information listed on 
page 3 for your group.  Send me updates (bill.d.kendrick@cummins.com, 
or text 812-344-1021) 

Nationally we are seeing an increase in COVID-19 cases.  For those of 
you who do not believe the test reports, I would say just look at increased 
hospital cases.  To my knowledge we currently have no effective treat-
ment for this virus, and it is deadly.  Especially at risk are older people, so 
note the number of gray haired people at hammer ins.   

If you attend a hammer in, please exercise reasonable caution.  Eric 
Shotwell included the following statement in the RSMA July letter.  I think 
it covers the topic quite well.  ñWe recommend you bring a mask to wear 
and hand sanitizer.   It is hard to stay 6 feet apart in the shop, so you may 
want to bring your own chair and spread out.ò   

 

 

https://www.indianastatefair.com/p/events/covid-19
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Jennings County Historical Society Blacksmith Shop 
 
The Jennings County Historical Society Blacksmiths finally got 
back to Vernon.   Our first blacksmith was Brett Luker (fairly 
new to the trade) made some angle brackets from flat 
stock.  Kenny Dettmer worked on a test piece .  Charlie Hel-
ton made some scrolls from pattern pieces in the shop.  Nathan 
Pevlor made handles for tongs to hold a touch mark tool.  Look-
ing forward to seeing you next month on the 11th.  Bring iron in 
the hat and money.    Paul Bray  

IBA Satellite Groups and News 

1)  Sutton-Terock Memorial Blacksmith Shop 
Meet:  2nd Saturday at 9 AM 
Contacts:  Fred Oden  (574) 223-3508 

    Tim Pearson (574) 298-8595  
 

2)  Jennings County Historical Society  
 Blacksmith Shop 

Meet:  2nd Saturday at 9 AM 
Contact:  Ray Sease (812) 522-7722 

 

3)  Wabash Valley Blacksmith Shop 
Meet:  2nd Saturday at 9 AM 
Contacts:  Doug Moreland (217) 284-3457 

    Max Hoopengarner (812) 249-8303 
 

4)  Fall Creek Blacksmith Shop 
Meet:  4th Saturday at 9 AM 
Contacts:  Gary Phillips (260) 251-4670 

  

5)  Maumee Valley Blacksmiths  
Meet:  2nd Saturday 
Contacts:  Clint Casey (260) 627-6270 

    Mark Thomas (260) 758 2332 
 

6)  St. Joe Valley Forgers  
Meet:  4th Saturday at 9 AM 
Contacts:  Bill Conyers (574) 277-8729 
 John Latowski (574) 344-1730 
 

7) Rocky Forge Blacksmith Guild 
Meet:  2nd Saturday at 9 AM 
Contacts:  Ted Stout (765) 572-2467 

8) Meteorite Mashers 
Contacts:  Mike Mills (812) 633-4273 

 Steve King (812) 797-0059 
 Jeff Reinhardt 812-949-7163 
 

9) Whitewater Valley Blacksmiths 
Meet:  2nd Saturday 
Contact:  Keith Hicks  (765) 914-6584 

 
 

10) Bunkum Valley Metalsmiths 
Meet:  1st Saturday 
Contacts:  Jim Malone (812) 725-3311 
 Terry Byers (812) 275-7150 
 Carol Baker   (317) 809-0314 

 

11) Covered Bridge Blacksmith Guild 
Meet:  1st Saturday 
Contact:  John Bennett  (812) 877-7274 

 

12)  Snake Road Forge 
Meet:  1st Saturday 
Contact:  Rod Marvel  (219) 241-0628 

 

13)  Satellite 13 
Meet:  4th Saturday 
Contact:  Darrin Burch (317) 607-3170 
  Doug Wilson (317) 439-7684 
 

14)  Old Town Waverly Blacksmiths 
Meet:  2nd Saturday 
Contacts:  Mike Lyvers (317-728-5771),  
    Kenny Hale (765-318-3390),  
    Mike Jackson (317-509-9115).  
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2020 IBA Awards 
 
 
 

The winner of the 2020 Paul Moffett Service 
Award is Raymond Sease! For those of you who 
don't know, Ray founded the Vernon Blacksmith 
Group and has kept it together all of these years. He 
has helped countless blacksmiths along the way. This 
was long overdue!  
Thank you Ray and Congratulations!  

 
 
 

 
 
The Indiana Blacksmithing Association  

Clifton Ralph Blacksmith Of The Year 
for 2020 is.....Eric Shotwell.  
Congratulations Eric!  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

It is my honor to present to you the 2020  

Indiana Blacksmithing Association 

Rookie of the Year...Oak Mckean from 

the Whitewater Valley Blacksmiths! This was a 

big night for Oak. Not only did he receive this 

award, He demonstrated for the first time to-

night and he did an excellent job.  

Congratulations Oak!  
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Adjustable Candle Holder 
 
 
I think of these three-legged adjustable 
candleholders as one of those classic projects. 
Al Stephens came up with this version for a 
class he was teaching. He avoided the need for 
forge welding by forging the three legs from a 
single piece of flat bar. 
 
The legs start out as a piece of ı x 1 x 12 flat 
bar. Al cuts from one end with a bandsaw 7 
inches along the center of the bar. Hot cutting 
with a chisel would also work. Draw out the 
third leg ï the part of the bar that wasn't cut ï 
about 8 inches long. Bend the legs so they're 
120 degrees apart and draw all three to the same 
length, and width. In the end you can cut the 
legs all the same if necessary. Find the centers 
of the legs and extend to the middle of the 
ñstarò to find the center for the vertical piece. 
Drill or punch a 3/16inch hole. 
 
Mark about 3/4 inch from the end of each leg. 
Isolate the material using half-on-half-off blows 
on the edge of the anvil. Then spread and round 
the corners to make a penny foot on the end of 
each leg. Any decoration on the legs and feet ï 
such as chased designs or toes on the feet ï 
should be done before bending the feet and 
legs. 
 
Bend the feet up and then bend each leg to a 
smooth, uniform curve. Al had a jig to bend the 
legs the same. 
 
 
 

This 5-page article reprinted from the May-June 2020   
edition of Bituminous Bits, The Journal of the Alabama 
Forge Council 
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