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June 2 
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TIPTON FAIRGROUNDS 

June 15 

2024 NO HAMMER IN 

Secondary Story Headline 

More nearby resources and organi-

zations for blacksmiths: 

Rural Smiths of Mid-America: 
Meetings are on the first Saturday 

of each month  
Call Ron Gill 

 317-374-8323 for details 
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THE FORGE FIRE 

April 2024 

9:30 AM is the regular meeting time for IBA Hammer-Ins  
with beginner training available at 9:00 AM. 

PLEASE  MAKE SURE TO ASK FOR HELP! 
 

If you would like an IBA membership application form, 
 please contact Rob Hough, Membership Secretary  

(317) 517-0427.  
BULK LOTS ARE AVAILABLE TO DEMONSTRATORS,  

SHOPS, SHOWS AND OTHERS WILLING TO MAKE THEM AVAILABLE.   
WE APPRECIATE YOUR HELP. 

Check the latest Forge Fire for monthly IBA revisions.  

The Forge Fire is the newsletter of 
the Indiana Blacksmithing 
Association Inc. (IBA) IBA is an 
affiliate of the Artist-Blacksmiths 
Association of North America Inc. 
Permission is granted to other 
similar non-profit organizations to 
reproduce uncopyrighted articles 
originally appearing in The Forge 
Fire provided credit is given the 
original source. 
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Dates to  
Remember 

 
April 20  

Hammer-In at 
John Bennett’s 

 
May 18 

Hammer-In at Rob 
Hough’s 

 
May 31—June 2 
IBA Conference 

 
June 6-9 

ABANA Confer-
ence 

The IBA annual business meeting  was held last month.  Here are few high-
lights: 

Paul Kennedy and Phoebe Raper were elected to the board of director 
positions previously held by Dave Kunkler and Jeff Reinhardt.   

Dave Kunkler will  continue acting as the IBA Treasurer.   

Zach Rapattoni is the new Forge Fire editor.  All future Forge Fire arti-
cles and information should be sent to zacharyrapattoni@gmail.com 

The IBA is encouraging members to take advantage of the IBA Scholar-
ship program.  The program reimburses members for up to $500 for 
class tuition.  In return the member is expected to furnish an article to be 
published  in the Forge Fire and to demonstrate at an IBA hammer-in.  
Contact Daniel Sutton (daniel@suttoninudstrialarts.com) for more details 
on applying. 

The IBA is continuing to work on accepting credit/debit card payments.  
At this time the process seems to be ready, but some testing to verify 
the functionality is needed 

The IBA annual Conference at Tipton is set for May 31-June 2.  The principle 
demonstrators are Pete Braspenninx and Bart Dellinger.  Other demonstra-
tions are being planned.  Anyone interested in volunteering to help out 
should contact Paul Kennedy (pkennedy21@gmail.com).  If you have not 
done so, please work on auction and iron-in-the-hat items.  A Conference 
brochure with registration form has been sent to the printer;  copies should 
be arriving in the US Mail shortly. 

We have a couple of good hammer-ins leading up to the annual conference.   

April 20 will be at John Bennett’s shop.  The location is a few miles 
North-East of Terre Haute.  Last month I reported that I could not give a 
good verbal description of how to get to John’s location.  John tells me 

that GPS navigation using 10358 N Baldwin St, Rosedale, IN 47874, will 
take you to the correct location. 

May 18 will be at Rob Hough’s shop.  The location is North-East of 
Muncie.  Driving directions are pretty easy from IN-67 / IN-28. 

For projects this month, we have an article submitted by John Bennett on 
fabricating a firepot.  I believe John will have one or two in the auction or iron
-in-the-hat at the Conference.  The second article is an adjustable height 
work stand. 

mailto:zacharyrapattoni@gmail.com
mailto:daniel@suttoninudstrialarts.com
mailto:pkennedy21@gmail.com
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IBA Satellite Groups and News 

1)  Sutton-Terock Memorial Blacksmith Shop 
Meet:  2nd Saturday at 9 AM 
Contacts:  Fred Oden  (574) 223-3508 

    Tim Pearson (574) 298-8595  
 

2)  Jennings County Historical Society  
 Blacksmith Shop 

Meet:  2nd Saturday at 9 AM 
Contact:  Paul Bray (812) 521-7177 

 

3)  Wabash Valley Blacksmith Shop 
Meet:  3rd Saturday at 9 AM 
Contacts:  Bill Cochran (812) 241-8447  

    Max Hoopengarner (812) 249-8303 
 

4)  Fall Creek Blacksmith Shop 
Meet:  4th Saturday at 9 AM 
Contacts:  Gary Phillips (260) 251-4670 

  

5)  Maumee Valley Blacksmiths  
Meet:  2nd Saturday 
Contacts:  Clint Casey (260) 627-6270 

    Mark Thomas (260) 758 2332 
 

6)  St. Joe Valley Forgers  
Meet:  4th Saturday at 9 AM 
Contacts:  Bill Conyers (574) 277-8729 
 John Latowski (574) 344-1730 
 

7) Rocky Forge Blacksmith Guild 
Meet:  2nd Saturday at 9 AM 
Contacts:  Ted Stout (765) 572-2467 

8) Meteorite Mashers 
Contacts:  Mike Mills (812) 633-4273 

 Steve King (812) 797-0059 
 Jeff Reinhardt 812-949-7163 
 

9) Whitewater Valley Blacksmiths 
Meet:  2nd Saturday 
Contact:  Keith Hicks  (765) 914-6584 

 
 

10) Bunkum Valley Metalsmiths 
Meet:  1st Saturday 
Contacts:  Jim Malone (812) 725-3311 
 Terry Byers (812) 275-7150 
 Carol Baker   (317) 809-0314 

 

11) Covered Bridge Blacksmith Guild 
Meet:  1st Saturday 
Contact:  John Bennett  (812) 877-7274 

 

12)  Snake Road Forge 
Meet:  1st Saturday 
Contact:  Rod Marvel  (219) 241-0628 

 

13)  Satellite 13 
Meet:  4th Saturday 
Contact:  Darrin Burch (317) 607-3170 
  Doug Wilson (317) 439-7684 
 

14)  Old Town Waverly Blacksmiths 
Meet:  2nd Saturday 
Contacts:  Mike Lyvers (317-728-5771),  
    Kenny Hale (765-318-3390),  
    Mike Jackson (317-509-9115).  
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IBA Satellite Groups and News (continued) 
 
 
Jennings County Historical Society Blacksmith Shop 

 
Thanks to all for coming out 
to the hammer-in at Kevin 
Welsh's shop. We had a 
good turnout and plenty of 
good food to eat and nice 
door prizes. Here are some 
highlights with photos. Josh 
Sampson worked on a pair of 
Goose neck tongs. Gary 
Johnson worked on a moose 
head. Tim Metz worked on 
squaring up a piece of 
wrought iron intended for 
making fold-out crosses. 
Kevin did some striking for 
Tim. When etched, this 
brings out the grain of the 
wrought iron and can have 
the appearance of wood. 
Kevin Welsh made a coat 
hook for a door prize. Due to 
some issues with the coal 
forge, Kevin brought out his 5 
burner gas. Ray assisted in 
the set-up. It was used for 
the latter part of the meeting. 
Using the gas forge, Dave 
McNulty punched a few of 
the closers cut out from Kev-
in's plasma cutter. After a 
very nice meal and a good 
iron in the hat, there was a 
drawing for 4 door prizes. 
Sorry, I did not get pictures. 
Alex and Paradise Spellman 
won 2 nice decorative metal 
plaques about blacksmiths. 
Mildred Cease won a very 
nice punch (we assume it will 
wind up with Ray). Dave 
McNulty won the coat hook.  
 
The April meeting for the Vernon group will be back at the Vernon 
shop on April 13th. Hope to see you there. Please bring something 
for iron in the hat.  
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Fabricated Firepot 
by John Bennett 

 
I drew these plans up several years ago based on a firepot design posted on blcksmith.com that now appears to be 
defunct.  
 
This is the design I use when I build mine and I use 1/4" plate but a thicker plate will work also. The 4 bottom piec-
es are held together with 1/2" bolts, The original design said to drill and tap the top 3 plates. I found that after re-
peated use you couldn't get the bolts out so I just drill all and put bolts through it with nuts on them. That way if 
need be you just cut them and drive them out.  
 
The drawings don't show the tuyre or the ash dump. I use 3" pipe. I order my clinker breakers from centaur forge 
but a 2-1/2" disc welded to a 1/2" rod will work.  
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IBA Conference Demonstrator - Pete Braspenninx 

 
Pete Braspenninx, owner of Phyre Forge, is a 
graduate of the University of Michigan school 
of art and design (2004). He is an artist, black-
smith, and educator.  His work has been 
shown, collected, and published nationally and 
internationally.  His work focuses primarily on 
building shape and line through visual connec-
tions and joinery, using traditional skills 
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IBA Conference Demonstrator - Bart Dellinger  

 
Bart Dellinger is a Shenandoah Valley, VA native whose Shenandoah 
County roots have parlayed him into a blacksmithing artist and tool 
maker. His talents are drawing attention around the country. 
 
Dellinger’s interest in blacksmithing was triggered at a young age. 
The calling, however, seems to have been there for years.  Having 
studied, apprenticed, witnessed, immersed himself in mentors’ 
demonstrations and skills, Dellinger today is honing his own craft, 
forging  
his own way. He’s been at it more than half his life. But he’s only 51. 
His experience is broadening as he aspires to teach, to train, to en-
courage. More years of sharing his expertise no doubt are in his fu-
ture. 
 
Like most of his mentors, Dellinger is a proud supporter of the Con-
temporary Long Rifle Association. As such, he is dedicated to pre-
serving the long 
rifle’s long-reputed 
status and crafts-
manship. 

 
Dellinger grew up 
along the Shenan-
doah River among 
plenty of copses of 
trees. This natural 
environment pro-
vided him time to 
hunt and fish as a 
youngster. Little 
has changed. 

 
Dellinger’s profes-
sional career was in law enforcement at city, county and state police 
levels with ample opportunity within regional law-based commissions 
and agencies. He recently retired after 28 years as a police officer in 
the Shenandoah Valley.  
 
Dellinger is certified as a general teacher and instructor of adult learn-
ers through the Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services. 
 
Although he has assumed a mantle of instructor, Dellinger is quick to 
tell blacksmithing aficionados as well as smithies-to-be he continues 
to learn. It’s a perpetual adventure, this blacksmithing gig, learning 
and teaching and, as a by-product, learning from his students.  
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The FORGE FIRE  
Newsletter of the  
Indiana Blacksmithing Association, Inc. 
 

Rob Hough 
Membership Secretary 
9790 N Sharp Bend Rd 
Albany, IN 47320 

 

Address Correction Requested 
If Undeliverable return to 
sender 

 
 

 

First Class Mail 

April 20 Hammer In 

John Bennett’s Shop 

10358 N Baldwin St, Rosedale, IN 47874 

Check Google Map link on IBA website calendar for location and directions. 

 

Pitch in lunch 

May 18 Hammer In  
Rob Hough’s Shop  

9790 N Sharp Bend Rd, Albany, IN 47320  
 
 

Driving Directions: From IN28 turn south on CR 550E (N Black Cemetery Rd) by Muncie Drag-way. 
CR 550E will turn to the right, becoming Sharp Bend Road. Shop is about 1/2 mile on right side.  
 

Please bring a dish or dessert  


